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Changing lives — that’s what 

happens at the Marian Clinic every 

day.  So it’s a befitting theme of a 

fundraising drive to raise $220,000.  

Co-chairs Vernon and Sharon 

Long have graciously agreed to 

lead the effort, citing their own 

strong support of the Clinic’s 

mission treating the uninsured and 

those who live in poverty. 

 

“The Marian Clinic occupies a special, very necessary niche 

of health care providers in our community,” said Vernon.  “It 

truly does change lives, serving so many who would 

otherwise have nowhere to turn.  Sharon and I are very 

proud to be associated with this effort and encourage 

everyone to respond with generosity.” 

 

Letters will go out over the next several months to  ask for 

your help in this important effort.  To read about some of the 

lives that have been changed by the Marian Clinic, see 

articles below and at right. 
 
 Surprise Gift        

Benefits 

Many 
 

By now, most have heard 

of the wonderful surprise 

$50,000 gift presented to the 

Marian Clinic April 1 by the 

Emma Balsiger Foundation 

of Abilene.  The gift was due to the care the Clinic provided 

Sara Engelhardt, a 23-year old Washburn University student, 

during her treatment for Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Sara is the 

granddaughter of a friend of the Foundation’s president, 

James Johnson.             

                    (continued next page) 

“Gifts That Change Lives”   Mary Francis’ 

Story 
 

Mary Francis* first visited 

Marian Clinic in 2009, 

struggling with arthritis 

and painful foot problems 

that limited her ability to 

stand and walk.  Then she 

met Marian Clinic staff 

physician Dr. Nancy 

Welsh and began an up-

ward spiral in her health 

and life. 

 

Dr. Welsh linked Mary 

Francis to volunteer podia-

trist Dr. Donald Mahrle 

and referred her to a vol-

unteer rheumatologist for 

her arthritis.  Now she has 

reduced pain and im-

proved mobility due to the 

teamwork of  caring physi-

cians. 

 

In her own words, 

“Marian Clinic has been 

my one-stop-shop for help.  

They treat me like an im-

portant person.  Dr. Welsh 

is the most wonderful per-

son in the world.  She gets 

me going on a daily basis, 

helps my energy level, and 

makes me feel on top of 

the world.  With my excel-

lent foot care, I might just 

break out dancing!”  

 

Patients like Mary Francis 

receive the help they  need 

through the generosity of  

Clinic donors and friends 

like you.  Thank you for all  

the patients you assist.  

 
* Not her real name 

www.marianclinic.org 

James Johnson, Sara Engelhardt, and 

Marian Clinic Director Bob Trepinski 

Vernon and Sharon Long 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Shared Mission:  

 

We will, in the spirit 

of the Sisters of 

Charity, 

ÙÌÝÌÈÓɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÏÌÈÓÐÕÎɯ

love by improving the 

health of the 

individuals and 

communities we serve, 

especially those who 

are poor or vulnerable. 

 

 

Marian Clinic is an 

affiliate of the Sisters 

of Charity of 

Leavenworth Health 

System and a 501-C-3 

organization. We hold 

a letter of good 

standing from the 

Kansas Secretary of 

State. All 

contributions remain 

in Topeka and are tax-

deductible to the 

extent provided by 

law.  

 

Comments are 

welcome and may go 

to Ruth Maus, tel. 785

-233-9780 , ext. 327, 

or Rmaus 

@marianclinic.org . 

 

 

 

(Surprise Gift, continued) 

 

Following the Marian Clinic’s initial exam of Sara by 

Dr. April Harris, Sara was referred to volunteer sur-

geon Dr. Nason Lui, who performed a biopsy and re-

moved three lymph nodes.  Then Sara was referred to 

volunteer oncologist Dr. Michael Hurwitz for treat-

ment.  Seven months later, the tumor in Sara’s chest 

has shrunk to nothing, her prognosis is excellent, and 

she is back enjoying life and planning for her future. 

 

Just as the Marian Clinic changed Sara’s life, the bene-

fits of the Emma Balsiger Foundation gift will be provi-

dential to many!   

 

Here is some idea of what this, and other donations, 

pay for. 

 

$15 Pays one medical clinic visit fee for a patient  

$36 Buys blank prescription pads  

$40 Buys one nurse’s drug reference book 

$44 Buys one roll of first-class stamps 

$75 Pays medical clinic visit fees for five patients 

$94 Buys medical clinic office supplies for one week 

$175 Buys dental utilities for one week 

 

  

  
 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 

Performing Docs 

Wow Audience 

 
“Just What The Doctor Or-

dered” was an afternoon 

filled with beautiful music!  

The April 25th free concert 

featured talented local doc-

tors and friends performing 

for the benefit of Marian 

Clinic and Health Access 

patients.  Over $12,000 was 

raised from our sponsors 

and a free will offering from 

the audience. 

 

Thank you performers Dr. 

Craig Yorke, Dr. David 

Warrick, Dr. Paul Kindling, 

Dr. James Hamilton and son 

Robert, The Rip Chords 

Barbershop Quartet (Dr. 

Herschel Stroud, Tom 

Knoebber, Bill Hamm, 

Doug Exline), Dr. Scott Tee-

ter, Dr. Robert Jacoby, Dr. 

Steve Crouch, and Dr. Grace 

Morrison for volunteering 

your talent.  Specials thanks 

to emcees Dr. Mark Synovec 

and Marlou Wegner; to Drs. 

Gregg Van Sickle and Eric 

Voth for  donated art; and to 

First United Methodist 

Church and sound tech 

Wayne Stander.  

 

Thanks also to our corporate 

sponsors Valeo Community 

Residence Program, Inc., 

Valeo Behavioral Health 

Care, Blue Cross BlueShield 

of Kansas, Stormont-Vail 

HealthCare, St. Francis 

Health Center, and Clare 

Bridge/Brookdale Senior 

Living.  

 

 Bravo all! 

www.marianclinic.org 

New Patient Service Secured 

In addition to the cancer support that Marian Clinic pa-

tients receive from Stormont-Vail and St. Francis hospi-

tals, Clinic patients can now access the University of 

Kansas’ Oncology Support Group free of charge.  Two 

patients have already been helped by this service.   

 

Thank you, Sister Mary Rosaleen Driscoll, R.N, for 

opening more opportunities for our patients in need. 

May—October    “Gifts That Change Lives” Campaign 

September 26      “The Ultimate Concert,” a free concert 

and Marian Clinic fundraiser at Washburn University, 

White Concert Hall, again featuring  The Fountain City 

Brass Band.   If you’d like to become a sponsor contact 

Diane at 233-9780, ext. 330.  


